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Grade 7 Instructional Task: A Divided Economy Unit Four: Expansion and Conflict, Topic Two: Growth and Reform Description: 

Students compare and contrast economic differences in northern and southern states in order to further explore how diverging 

economic interests shaped the nation’s identity. 

 

Industrialization   MONDAY 

We will identify the meaning of industrialization and the economies of the North and South 

I will explain What were some economic and social differences between The North and The South?” 
 

1. Bell Ringer- Three words to describe Industrialization  
Write the word industrialization on the board and read or project the following definitions:  

               a. the large-scale introduction of manufacturing, advanced technical enterprises, and other productive economic activity into an area, society, country, etc.  

                       b. conversion to the methods, aims, and ideals of industry and economic activity, particularly of an area that was previously  underdeveloped economically 

2, read first two paragraphs https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/industrialization 

3. Project the following maps:  

                 a. Population Engaged in Manufacturing and Trade, 1840 (Map)60 ---this map is awful 

                 b. Agricultural Production (1860)61 https://tildesites.bowdoin.edu/~prael/maps/crops1860.jpg  

After looking at each map, lead students in a discussion about the information contained in each map. Possible discussion questions 

include: 

                                      a. Where did the majority of manufacturing in America occur? 

                                      b. What can this map tell us about the economy of The North?  

                                      c. Where did the majority of agriculture in America occur?  

                                      d. What can this map tell us about the economy of The South?  

                                     e. In comparing these two maps, does the economy of the South seem diversified? What about the economy 

of The North? 

5. Provide students with https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/north-and-south 

6. After students have completed the reading, lead the class in a whole-class discussion.  

   Possible questions include:  

                        a. How was agriculture different in The North and The South?  

                        b. What is different about population and urban areas in The North and The South?  

                        c. How was transportation different in The North and The South?  

                        d. What does this article tell us about the main economies in The North? and The South? 

 



 

 

Divided Economy Tuesday/Wednesday 

We will 

I will explain How did industrialization contribute to Sectionalism? 

 

“We are going to further explore economic differences between The North and The South by completing a jigsaw 

activity with sources that investigate the economies of each region. Our goal for this part of the task is to determine 

how each region's economy was different, and why America’s economy was divided.”  

 

 

1. Provide students in each expert group with a copy or access to the following sources:  

                        a. Group 1: The Rise of American Industry  

                        b. Group 2: The First American Factories  

                        c. Group 3: The South's Economy63  

                       d. Group 4: The Crowning of King Cotton  

                       e. Provide students with a copy of the Analyzing America’s Divided Economy. Pg 392 

2. Conduct a discussion on the regional differences in economy, and why the economy was divided.  

3. Possible questions:  

             f. What was the driving force of the economy in The North? In the South?  

             g. What is a corporation, and why was the creation of corporations so important for manufacturing?  

             h. How are these economies dependent on each other? How are they divided?  

              i. What are some economic benefits of industrialization and manufacturing? What are some 

drawbacks?  

              j. What are some economic benefits of agriculture and slavery? What are some drawbacks?  

                            k. How did each nation’s economy impact social views?  

       4.Closure- write a paragraph answering the following question: How was each region's economy different, and 

why was America’s economy divided?. 

Topic Three: Slavery (7.1.1-5; 7.3.3-5; 7.5.3; 7.6.1; 7.6.4; 7.11.1; 7.11.3) 

 

 Connections to the unit content: Students analyze reasons for the expansion of slavery in the South after 1800, describe the life of 
enslaved African Americans, and their responses to slavery in order to explore how the institution of slavery impacted the  nation’s 

identity 
 

 

To explore these key questions:  

● What were the causes for the expansion of slavery after 1800?  

● What was it like to be a slave in America?  

● What were some ways slaves responded to the condition of slavery?  



● What does the Abolition Movement reveal about America’s changing identity?  

● What did the existence and expansion of slavery mean for the national identity? That students answer through this assessmen t:  

● Students will write a paragraph outlining the causes for the expansion of slavery after 1800, and the effect that expansion had on 

American growth.  

● Students will complete a pinwheel graphic organizer in preparation for a discussion on the experience of slaves and their 

responses.  

● Students will make a claim about the Abolition Movement’s impact on America’s changing identity, and support with evidence.  

● Students will culminate the task with a written essay responding to the prompt “What did the existence and expansion of sla very 

mean for the national identity?” 

 

 

Slavery Wednesday/Thursday 

We will 

I will  

 

Say “Through learning about Westward Expansion, Immigration, Urban Growth, and the Women’s Rights movement, we 

discovered that America is growing - in not just land area, but also through changes in society and economics. This 

growth is reshaping the American Identity. Through this task, we are going to explore the institution of slavery, and how 
the growth of slavery after 1800, and changing mindsets on the institution, further shaped our nation’s identity.”  

 

1. Project the following interactive map to explore with students: The Spread of Slavery: 1790-1860. 
https://mappinghistory.uoregon.edu/english/US/US18-02.html 

Use all three interactive maps: The Spread of Slavery, The Spread of Cotton and Slavery, and The Growth of Cotton 
(chart).  

                Possible questions:  

                             a. How did slave populations change from during the early to mid 19th century?  

                             b. How are the spread of slavery and the spread of cotton related?  

                             c. How did Cotton impact the U.S. Economy in the early to mid 19th century? 

2. Slavery Stations  

3.Closure 
 

 

 


